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Message from Mrs Lowe

Wow, well where did that half term go! School has been back to business as usual and a hive 

of activity. It has been wonderful to resume our normal activities, it’s taken a period of 

readjustment to settle back into life as normal, but everyone has got there.

I ended the last letter hoping for as little disruption as possible and thankfully that is what 

we’ve had. This has meant that our teachers have had time to deliver great lessons and 

assess what the children's needs are moving forward. We have observed some brilliant 

learning opportunities across the school with a real buzz as you enter the classroom.

We are still on our school improvement journey, and we will continue to improve over time. 

Behind the scenes there is always lots going on and I am so grateful to have such a 

hardworking, dedicated team of staff. Each and every one of them comes together to give our 

children the very best experiences possible. I am also truly thankful to have such an amazing 

community of supportive parents.

We are now entering into the realms of being a good school and we will continue to capitalise 

on this over the coming year. Myself and the team are committed to making Foxyards the 

outstanding school it should be for our fantastic children and families. Part of this work will 

involve continuing our efforts to make Foxyards the heart of the community.

Have a wonderful half term and we look forward to seeing you Monday November 1st , stay 

safe!

Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
We are delighted to have our new PTA in post and they have got off to a flying 

start! They are busy sorting out the Halloween disco and bonfire night. Before 

we know it they’ll be sorting Christmas events out! We are so grateful for their 

support and hard work in anticipation of everything that is to come. 

Foxyards Bonfire Night – Thursday 4th November
Tickets on sale from the PTA 

Harvest Festival Food collection
Thank you so much for your generous donations of food for the Black 

Country Food Bank, this will go a long way to helping many families who 

are experiencing difficult times. 

Potential disruption!
We are having the back playground totally resurfaced over the half term with all old, broken 

and damaged equipment removed. This is a significant renovation project and has cost us 

almost £50k, however it is essential work for health and safety reasons. 

We are hoping the project will be finished ready for our return on Nov 1st ,however, we have 

been warned it may run over by up to a week. This will cause some disruption to collection 

points and will mean the children will have to use the field for all breaks (old trainers may be 

needed!). We will let you know at the end of the 2nd week if the project is complete. It will be 

worth it though!



Awards assemblies

It has been lovely to welcome families back into school in a safe and Covid aware manner. 

Our hall isn’t very large and isn’t big enough to have all children in there at one time – this is 

due to strict Fire safety guidance and policy. This is why we have split assemblies. 

Each week we give out multiple awards, unfortunately we don’t have the space to invite 

parents to every single award given, we would take half of the hall up for parents if we did. 

We do hope you enjoy seeing your children coming out with their recognition awards 

despite not being there to see them get it. We make sure we are all sharing their success 

and celebrate as our Foxyards Family. 

We have chosen our Star of the week and Headteachers award to be the main awards and 

the ones for us to invite parents to. 

Thank you!
Thank you so much for your support with our charity events to 

help 2 very worthy causes.

Jeans for Genes 

• We raised £228.40

McMillan Coffee morning 

• We raised £576.75!

November Events 
Thursday 4th November – Diwali Enrichment Day

• Non uniform – children to wear red/ orange or yellow to represent the light from a candle

Monday 8th/ Tuesday 9th November – Parent Consultations

• Teachers will be holding virtual appointments to discuss how your child has settled into their 

new class. 

• If you have not received an appointment please speak to the class teacher after half term.

Children in Need Friday 12th November – theme to be confirmed

School photographer Monday 22nd November

Pastoral Notices-

JLT (Junior Leadership team)- Junior leadership team- Our 

new JLT members have now been elected and are looking forward to 

getting started on helping to make Foxyards an even better place to learn.

A message from our Junior PCSO’s- We conducted a 

parking patrol this week and noticed a lot more cars parking unsafely and 

illegally. Please remember to leave enough room for parents with 

pushchairs to get by, park at least 10 metres away from a junction, and 

refrain totally from parking on the yellow zig zags please.

After school clubs
After-school enrichment clubs continue after the half-term break. Please contact Mr Burton if 

you would like to reserve a place. £28 for the half-term.

Monday – Music/Drums/Steel Pans – Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4
Monday – Football – Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6 (PE kit needed)
Tuesday – Rock Band – Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6 (children select guitar, drums, keyboard or 
singing)
Tuesday – Multisports – Any year group. A mix of sports opportunities.
Wednesday – Breakfast Dance – Any year group
Thursday – Football – Year 1, Year 2, Reception
Friday – Cheerleading – Whole school.



Year 6 Residential 2021
Year 6 had an amazing adventure to Llangollen, Wales at the start of this half term for their 

year 6 residential. It was a really positive experience during which children developed lots of 

resilience and determination as they tackled outdoor challenges such as raft building, mountain 

walking and canoeing. Well done year 6! Thank you to the staff that supported the residential 

and voluntarily gave up their time (and energy!).

Residential 2022 (Current 5s)
We are already beavering away organising the residential for our current year 5 children 

(September 2022). We are looking forward to returning to Bryntisillio next year and know 

year 5 are already buzzing after hearing more from our current year 6s. After half-term, year 

5 children will be thinking about how they could raise some money to support their 
residential.

Year 5 parents: Deadline for deposit is November 5th. Please speak to Mr Burton or Mrs 
Lowe if there are difficulties with payments.



What a great start UKS2 have had, with children settling-in well and showing what they are

truly capable of. They have produced some fantastic work across the subjects, with the

children telling us how much they are enjoying our new curriculum! Year 6 are currently

taking Mock SATs, with the results so far showing just how far they've progressed in such

a short space of time; we are proud of every single one of them!

English - Everest
Our main text for this half term, 'Everest: the remarkable 

story of Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay' has inspired all 

children within the phase to write spectacularly in a range of 

genres, including:

• Non-chronological report

• Free verse poetry

• Discussion

• Setting description

Below is a summary of the work produced, currently on show 

in the 5/6 corridor.

Science - Electricity
In Science, the children have learnt all about 

electricity: from how simple circuits work to 

how changing the number of cells (batteries) 

or the number of components (such as bulbs) 

can affect the circuit in different ways. To 

finish, we learnt about insulators and 

conductors, and used this knowledge to 

make our own switches. This hands-on, 

memorable learning embeds knowledge 

through linking it to real-life experiences.

Next Term
Next term, we will be using the following texts to 

enhance our curriculum. Children are welcome to bring 

in their own copies to use within lessons.

Art - Line and tone
We have had an exciting half term developing our skills and 

creating art linked to line and tone. We have printed patterns 

using wooden blocks and string, improved our sewing skills by 

sewing into pictures to create texture and used special craft 

equipment to cut designs into lino tiles, then printed with these 

using black and white paint, aiming to develop our knowledge of 

contrast.
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What a fantastic start we have had to our school year! The children in LKS2 have settled 

amazingly and arrive with enthusiasm each day to learn! They have produced some 

fantastic work across the subjects, with the children telling us how much they are enjoying 

our new curriculum!

Mrs Williams, Miss Chilton, Mrs Shaw and Mr Burton are proud of you all. It's been a 

whirlwind this half term and we are all ready for a well-earned rest, ready to tackle Autumn 2 

term!

French
As most of you may know we have started our new French 

curriculum this term. The children have LOVED it. Each day 

they greet their teachers with 'Bonjour' or 'Salut' and can ask 

how you are feeling. The children have also learnt a French 

rhyme, which they love to sing in the playground. We learn 

French by using finger puppets this helps the children to 

perform and not feel embarrassed about speaking French in 

front of others in class.

English

In English this term we have used the book The Lion and the 

Unicorn by Shirley Hughes. It is about a boy who is 

evacuated from London during the war and is sent off to live in 

the countryside.

The children have enjoyed learning about Lennys adventure 

and have produced some fantastic writing. Our first piece of 

writing was a setting description of the countryside. We 

explored Lennys feelings about leaving his Mother in London 

and living in the country through Diary entries. We focused on 

positive and negative emotions and how we can use the 

language within our work. Our next piece of writing was to 

create an informal letter replying to Lennys Mother. Our final 

piece, and one we are still creating, is an instructional text. A 

recipe: How to make Bread Pudding. They have worked very 

hard!

Music
The children have been working on their keyboard, Steel 

pan techniques and singing this term. They are able to play 

songs such as the Mission impossible theme and Star Wars. 

The children can also recognise: sharp, flat and neutral 

notes, as well as keeping rhythm. Mr Hall, Mr Sullivan and 

Mrs Williams are very pleased with their progress, and we 

can't wait to share their work with you all next year with a 

LKS2 concert showcasing their talent.
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What a wonderful start the children have had into Key Stage One. It truly has felt like we are 

back into our normal school routines and systems, which has been fantastic. The children 

have worked their socks off the entire half term, getting to grips with school life again and 

the daily pace we work at. It's no easy feat for them transitioning from Reception to year 1, 

and year 1 into year 2 – especially given the previous two years of interruptions. We are 

immensely proud of how well they have all worked over the past 6+ weeks.

English
This half term has seen us focussing on castles and dragons! 

The children have been concentrating on developing their 

sentences, ensuring that they use the correct punctuation and 

that their letters are formed correctly. We have also looked at 

developing our vocabulary with descriptive language.

We will continue with these areas as a main focus when we 

return after the half term break – with a few witchy-inspired 

surprises to start us off!...

Forest School

The children in Kingfishers have had a wonderful time taking their learning down to the forest 

as part of Forest school. Wrens have started their forest school experience, and it won't be 

long until Blackbirds are able to go down as well. Thank you to Mrs Smith who provides the 

children with these wonderful experiences every week.



EYFS

We are delighted with the way that the children in Nursery and Reception have settled into school. 
The first two weeks really helped us to get to know the children, and for them to get to know us. 
We are already seeing them building self-confidence and they have formed positive relationships 
with their peers and teachers.

We would also like to thank all of you for helping your children come into school independently, 
saying goodbye to you at the gate and bringing their own things into class. This is a great start to 
teaching children independence, which is an important life skill. 

This half term the children have enjoyed learning Nursery rhymes, learning about themselves, each 
other, our skeleton and what our bodies can do. They have also enjoyed the story of The Three Little 
Pigs, investigating dinosaurs and the story 'Room on the Broom' by Julia Donaldson. These are just a 
sample of photographs of the children engaged in activities linked to these themes.

Looking forward to next half term, as 
Autumn arrives, we will also be exploring 
the magical changes of the season. 
Learning will also be based around the 
following books next half term:

During half term, we kindly ask Reception children to practise recognising sounds taught in read, 
Write, Inc phonics. All children will bring home information about supporting your child with their 
early reading at home. There are some useful tips in helping your child learn to read.


